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Kristen Langford
The 2011-2012 academic year was a productive and 
award-winning year at the Department of City and Regional 
Planning (DCRP)!  Our students were more engaged 
than ever in the planning field through exciting speaker 
symposiums with leaders in our field, award winning 
student events, a diversity excursion, alumni mentoring 
and outreach, and many other activities engaging students 
and putting them in the news.  
Symposiums
This year students worked with the department to 
organize two ambitious events that brought dynamic 
speakers to UNC-Chapel Hill.  In the fall, DCRP students 
organized a two-day, symposium about conflict planning 
called “Divided Cities and Regions.” In the spring, the 
department hosted an event on the topic of “Regaining 
Relevancy” for the planning profession based on the theme 
of this edition of Carolina Planning.  The Divided Cities 
and Regions Symposium, was spearheaded by second-year 
Economic Development student Travis Green.  The event 
started off with a skills session led by Associate Professor 
Michael Elliot of Georgia Tech.  Practitioners, community 
members, and current students received a crash course on 
conflict management and negotiation before engaging in 
a role-play exercise that involved a development dispute. 
The following day of the symposium included a full line-
up of speakers.  Professor David Godschalk introduced 
the topic before handing the discussion to DCRP alum 
Scott Bollens (PhD ’87), Warmington Chair in Peace and 
International Cooperation at UC Irvine.  Professor Bollens 
shared lessons from some of the world’s most divided cities, 
including Jerusalem and Nicosia.  MIT Professor Lawrence 
Susskind spoke more specifically about the process of 
dispute resolution and some of his research in the field.  The 
symposium also brought together a trio of practitioners that 
included DCRP alum John Cooper (PhD ’04) and current 
students who presented their case studies from Professor 
Godschalk’s development dispute resolution course.  This 
impressive two-day conference highlighted the ability of 
students to conceive of and implement a major event that 
attracted more than 100 attendees; helping educate North 
Carolina planners and students about best practices in 
consensus building and conflict resolution.  
Another round of prominent speakers came to UNC in 
March for the Regaining Relevancy Symposium.  American 
Planning Association President and Raleigh Planning 
Director Mitch Silver spoke about the changing landscape 
that planners will face over the next few decades as shifting 
demographics transform the needs of our communities. 
One important take away from his presentation was that in 
responding to NIMBYism, planners need to communicate 
the fact that when a community says “no” to something 
it is saying “yes” to something else, and you have to be 
careful that it is something you want to say ‘yes’ to.  Uwe 
Brandes, Senior Vice President of Initiatives at the Urban 
Land Institute, spoke to attendees about how issues like 
climate change and capital markets will affect the way 
development occurs.  Professors Tom Campanella and 
Emil Malizia joined the two speakers for a Q & A panel 
after the talk.  Along with current students, alumni, and 
community members, the symposium hosted prospective 
students for the class of 2014 who were in town for the 
annual spring Open House. 
An Award Winning Year for Planners’ Forum 
Through Planners’ Forum, current students had the 
opportunity to organize and participate in some award 
winning events.  At the 2012 National APA Conference 
in Los Angeles, Planners’ Forum was presented with 
an “Outstanding Planning Student Organization – Best 
Practices Award” for its Pecha Kuchas and the Divided 
Cities and Regions Symposium.  
Pecha Kucha (peh-chaw kuh-chaw) was a new term 
for many, but it proved to be an exciting forum for first-
year students to hear about the internship experiences of 
second-year DCRP students.  A DCRP-style Pecha Kucha 
entails one hour of 5-minute lightening talks delivered 
back-to-back using PowerPoint decks that are short, sweet, 
and image-oriented.  The presentations were very well 
attended by students, faculty, and staff.  Students even 
hosted a Pecha Kucha at this year’s Open House so that 
prospective students could learn about all the exciting 
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opportunities to be found once they enroll at Carolina!
 
Diversity Excursion
The “Diversity Excursion”, hosted by DCRP’s 
Diversity Committee, drew on North Carolina’s rich 
history to expose students to the complex issues of 
diversity and equity in planning.  Students and staff visited 
two sites whose development was guided largely by race, 
ethnicity, and economics – Oxford, Historic Stagville, and 
Soul City.  Through these visits, students learned about a 
variety of planning topics:  from small-scale projects in 
rural communities and historic preservation, to large-scale 
planning endeavors that incorporated issues of land use 
and economic and racial equity.  Professors Mai Nguyen 
and Thomas Campanella, along with speakers who met 
the group at each stop along the way, were instrumental in 
making this excursion a success.  
Alumni Engagement
If you cannot tell by now, Planners’ Forum was busy 
this year! The group also launched an exciting new Alumni 
Mentorship Program.  The program matches each current 
graduate student with a DCRP alumnus who works in 
the student’s area of interest to help give students more 
personalized guidance on their professional and career 
goals.  From Buenos Aires to New Orleans to Chapel Hill, 
we had 49 alums volunteer their expertise and insight to 
first- and second-year students embarking on their planning 
careers.  The matches are intended to be for one year, but 
the hope is that students will carry these connections into 
their professional network beyond the DCRP program.  
Besides the mentorship program, DCRP alumni 
have continued to stay involved at UNC.  The Carolina 
Transportation Program organized a career panel that 
brought six alums back to campus to speak about their work 
and reflect on how they have applied what they learned 
in the program.  Alumni are also regular guest lecturers 
in DCRP classes and featured speakers for brown bag 
lunches.  In the same month that Tina Prevette (MCRP ’09) 
spoke to Associate Professor Nichola Lowe’s Economic 
Development Policy course, she was also recognized by 
the Graduate School with a 2012 Impact Award for her 
work on expanding market opportunities for the state’s 
livestock producers.
Workshops
This year’s second-year workshop courses offered 
great opportunities for students to apply the skills they 
learned in class to projects in a variety of North Carolina 
communities.  
In the fall, Land Use and Environmental Planning 
students focused on coastal North Carolina in collaboration 
with North Carolina’s Eastern Region Military Growth 
Task Force.  Drawing on comparative communities to 
develop three alternative futures, the project demonstrates 
the application of scenario planning principles in Carteret 
County in order to inform a larger nine-county Reality 
Check effort planned for Fall 2012.  The effort illustrated 
that the primary benefit of scenario planning is to broaden 
the participants’ frames of mind; helping shake them from 
previously held assumptions and conceive of difficult 
policy trade-offs.
Also in the fall, Economic Development students 
joined with Housing and Community Development 
students to analyze two commercial districts in West 
Durham.  Teams of students identified new opportunities 
for these areas and presented the options to Self-Help and 
community partner, Quality of Life Project.  Two team 
members are currently working with Self-Help to further 
develop the proposed project for one of the commercial 
districts – Kent Corner.
In the spring, Transportation students worked with a 
group of local Durham health organizations and community 
members to examine the issue of coordinated health care 
and transportation planning—a very timely issue in many 
communities.  The students completed a technical analysis 
of fixed-route transit accessibility, a survey of available 
grants for funding improvements, and a set of interviews 
with planners across the country who are working to 
solve similar problems in their communities.  The group 
learned that locating health centers along transit lines does 
not equate to good accessibility—there is a critical gap 
in funding opportunities for low-income households who 
need improved access to health care, and transportation 
expenditures are not tracked closely by health care 
organizations. 
For the third year in a row, students in the Placemaking 
and Real Estate specialization participated in the spring 
ULI/Gerald D. Hines Student Urban Design Competition. 
DCRP students formed four multi-disciplinary teams with 
North Carolina State University students and competed 
with other teams across the country to develop the best 
long-term redevelopment plan for a new downtown district 
in Houston, Texas.  Two of the teams placed first and third 
at the state level.
One student who is receiving attention outside 
the planning community is MCRP/MLA student Matt 
Tomasulo who is making headlines in outlets that span 
the regional newspaper to national and international news 
sites, including the BBC and Atlantic Cities.  Matt initiated 
an unsanctioned street sign campaign in Raleigh that was 
designed to make walkability a topic of conversation 
among residents and city officials.  Although the signs 
were initially removed, the City of Raleigh decided to 
turn Matt’s idea into a pilot program.  A News & Observer 
article quoted Raleigh Planning Director Mitch Silver as 
saying that Matt is part of a national trend of “tactical 
urbanism” led by civic-minded urbanites looking to create 
awareness and solutions for cities’ problems (2012).  
Indeed, 2011-2012 was a great year at DCRP! Stay 
tuned for more important events, community projects, and 
innovative ideas to come from the DCRP community!
